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What Makes The Rumney Marsh Special? Progress Now and in the Future

»Designated by the state of MA as an _Area

of Critical Environmental Concern, Rumney What Partnership Progress Has Been Made?
Marsh is one of the most biologically sig- > The partnershq? has l?een promoting the use
nificant salt marshes north of Boston. of Self-Regulating Tidegates, an innovative

technology that restores tidal flows in a way
that is more beneficial for the environment.

> A Self-Regulating Tidegate was constructed in
Revere in October 1997 restoring tidal flow to
24 acres of marsh.

> Mass. Highway Department has permits to install
9 additional Self-Regulating Tidegates in Revere.
This will protect and restore 25 acres of salt marsh
while providing flood protection.

»The marsh contains winter flounder, ale-
wife, American eel, soft-shelled and razor
clams, mussels, and a vatiety of native and
migratory birds.

»Productive partnerships already exist and a
plan for the restoration of Rumney Marsh
is currently under development by a host
of stakeholders.

» Restoration of 19 acres of wetlands were com-

Why Does The Rumney Marsh Need pleted at the abandoned 1-95 embankment

Special Attention? and 10 acres at Park Ave. near the abandoned
»The marsh has extensive previously altered Saugus Race Track area.

wetlands that need to be restored. The

»Two acres of clamflats were restored through
marsh has been compromised by standard-

the removal (by the Army Corps of Engineers

type tidegates (which prevent tidal flow), and MA DEM) of a portion of the abandoned
landfills, junkyards, and 200 actes of aban- 1-95 embankment.

doned highway embankment fill. These
conditions have led to a loss of important

spawning and nursery grounds and typical What Are The Actions Planned For 2000?

salt marsh species, such as Spartina (cordgtass), > Assist with plan development and permit ap-
which is being displaced by invasive proval for the EPA-funded Ballard Street 30-
Phragmites (common reed). acre salt marsh restoration and flood control
project in Saugus.

What Is “100 By 20052 > Assist with plan development and permit ap-
The goal s to restore 100 acres of proval for the FEMA /NEMA-funded 20-acre
salt marsh and Oak Island Salt Marsh restoration and flood

N\ Y intertidal areas by 2005. control project in Revere.
» Support and coordinate public review of the

| Rumney Marsh restoration plan.
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Who Are The Partners?
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» MA DEM Contact

Elizabeth Sorenson
(617) 626-1394

EPA

New England Office

Customer Call Center
888-372-7341

www.epa.gov/region]

Note: EPA-New England offers businesses and

municipalities information and assistance to

improvecompliance with environmental laws and

be better stewards of their local environment.

Please call to learn how EPA can help.




